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FASHION SHOW cultivates cultural awareness 




Conestoga celebrates diversity 
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Now deep thoughts 
... with Conestoga College 

Random questions answered by random students 

If you could ruin one band's career, 
which one would it be? 










Conestoga students 
concerned about 
possible faculty strike 
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Strike would 
hurt students 




People like to feel appreciated, especially in the 
workplace. They also want to be treated fairly. If 
disgruntled they can go on strike to try and get 
what they want. This makes a lot of sense in pri- 
vate sector companies where workers often want 
more of the profit pie. 

At public sector, non-profit institutions such as 
Conestoga College, however, a strike is not about 
getting a larger share of the profits, because there 
is no profit to get. Instead, strikes are often initiat- 
ed because of issues surrounding workload, salary 
and benefits. It all comes down to perceived fair- 


In a perfect world employees would never have to 
fight for these things. 

Unfortunately, Conestoga College doe9 not exist 
in a perfect world. It exists in a universe where the 
school's faculty expects to earn more than high 
school teachers but less than university professors. 

It exists in a universe where some of the faculty 
feels overworked, stressed and exhausted. Despite 
this, a strike is not an acceptable way of negotiat- 
ing. When a strike occurs in a private company, say 
a manufacturer, the products of said manufacturer 
are held hostage. In a school, the students are the 
hostages. 

Last year York University’s students lost months 
of their lives waiting for a strike to end. They could 

they E did°not knowwhen it wa^going"^ be over. 
Instead, they lost the first month of their summer 
as they had to return to school, rather than making 
some much-needed money at summer jobs. 

Students are not bargaining chips or pawns. They 
are the focal point of the education system. When a 
debate occurs in a school situation, the first ques- 
tion should be “will this have a negative effect on 
students?" If this is not the first priority in a debate 
than things need to change. 

An agreement should not come at the cost of stu- 
dents’ welfare. 


The views herein represent the position of the newspa- 
per, not necessarily the author. 


Letters are welcome 

Spoke welcomes letters to the than 500 words, 
editor. Letters should be Spoke reserves the right to 

signed and include the edit any letter 

name and telephone ' for publication, 

number of the writer. # Address correspon- 

Writers will be contact- \ *■ denceto: 

ed for verification. ^ The Editor, Spoke, 299 

No unsigned letters will be Doon Valley Dr., 

published. Room 1C30, Kitchener, Ont., 

Letters should be no longer N2G4M4 



Commercialism is ruining 
the true spirit of Christmas 
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Lie To Me worth watching 
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Holiday season Reduction in salt applauded 
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CRAFTMANSHIP AND CREATIVITY ON DISPLAY AT FAIR NOVEMBER 
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CULTURAL DIVERSITY AT CONESTOGA COLLEGE 


Page 8 • SPOKE 


NEWS 


Monday. November 30, 2009 


) 

\ 

1 

\ 


iv 


Margaret Trudeau 
speaks frankly 
about mental illness 
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Sugar Sammy has fun 
making fun of students 
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Volunteers push to launch 
halfway house for women 

!E™ Sr“THH*F!; ISsiFEHL? 

as *■ - w w sitssass; 

a different story. It’s a group “What makes this very The Women's Halfway House 

&-£*&-«c ar«fj£ss ■stsrsi— . 

'““r „ r c,S-“S h z: 

lif!r ff~: 

hai tto ^dllbe d'e^ht'fed- at^jhiiSg aiaSSd iSml'i' 


s-sr&a-tss r:r,.rzs“” jsssrstti 
gg-“ ag SHk^ssr -zsSHrSr.! 

..ia™,,™.ri"S‘' l ’“ £ 

».SSSS TZ- «. 

l!SI&S=Psi 


Thermography 
becoming popular 


OLE FRANK This causes t 

,m. si; 
ira. C .™ M3S! 


sTkSzs iss; i" as 


jsss*., 
Hlii 


SSSSS 


SPOKE • Page 10 


NEWS 


Monday, November 30, 2009 



HST: good for big business, 
bad for everyone else 


Dalton McGuinty and his 
Liberal government's move to 
introduce a harmonized tax in 
Ontario has been criticized 
heavily and as the July 2010 
date to implement the tax 
creeps closer, it is proving dif- 
ficult to rally support. 

The new harmonized tax 
will combine the federal and 

13 per cent HST. The tax is 
designed to help businesses, 
therefore helping out 
Ontario's maligned manufac- 
turing industry. 

Unfortunately, it seems that 
the tax will have the opposite 

In a National Post article 
earlier this year Cyndee 
Todgham Cherniak, a trade 
and tax lawyer at I.ang 
Michener in Toronto, said she 
believes the HST is no more 


^ 1»» ' Brason 

Opinion 

than a money grab and that it 
will likely drive more busi- 
ness offshore. She warns that 
it will negatively effect small- 
er- to mid-sized businesses as 
they will lose their competi- 
tive advantage in the service 
industry. U.S. companies and 
those from other provinces 
may decide to get their servic- 
es from companies outside of 
Ontario, thus saving 8 per 
cent. And Ontarians will have 

everyday items such as your 
morning cup of coffee, hair- 


cuts, shoes and heating, so 
who is really benefiting from 
the HST? The everyday Joe 
suffers while the government 
and big businesses continue 
to pad their wallets. 

The HST will likely end 
McGuinty’s reign as premier 
but the tax will remain long 
after he is gone, the same way 
the GST never went away like 
was once promised. In a time 
when people are struggling to 
keep their jobs and pay their 
bills, why would the govern- 
ment want to implement a 
tax that is going to hurt those 
same people. 

It is time for Ontarians to 
act and force the government 
to reconsider implementing 
the HST. Send McGuinty 
emails voicing your concerns 
to financecommunications 
.fin@ontario.ca. 
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Our rez is a community. 

We are all responsible for building a new home 
for us based on trust, understanding and 
mutual respect 

Thank You for Being the Difference 







Sports fans 
still show up 
despite losses 
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Mafe a Child’s Christmas Wish Come True l 

Come visit the CSI office in room 2A106 
to get a CHILDS WISH CAIUX 
v ,,1, „ On it you’ll find their Christmas 
i gift wish that you can purchase 

and return to the CSI office. 


For children 12 and under only. 
For more information 
visit the CSI office 
inRoom2A106 


November 16 
till December u 


make a difference 


